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Today's banner by Bill Roberton: Standard class 4MT 80105 takes shape under overhaul at Bo'ness Works in March 2024. The reconditioned boiler was reinstalled earlier in the month.



    

      
        
          News

	08/04/2024	ScotRail crew shortage cancellations on Highland lines spark concerns from business leaders 
Inverness Courier
		Trainspotter Francis Bourgeois joins first passengers as LSL Class 37 hauled train makes Harry Potter line debut 
Press and Journal
		Stormtrooper grilled by armed police at Aberdeen rail station 
Press and Journal
		First Minister says lack of Ayr rail travel has hit economy 
Ayr Advertiser
		Jacobite safety row explained in five 
The Herald
		E-bike explodes at station sending flames flying across platform 
Metro
		Development agreement signed to deliver £1.1 billion York Central regeneration 
Network Rail
	07/04/2024	ScotRail staff need to be reminded passengers are their ‘customers’ – Alastair Dalton 
Scotsman
		The people left forgotten after the Ayr Station Hotel fire 
BBC News
		Jacobite Harry Potter train operators under fire 
The Herald
		Cairngorm funicular: Is public cash being thrown at a train to nowhere? 
Press and Journal
		Ayrshire trains cancelled as large waves hit coast 
Ardrossan Herald
		Boat shuttle between Broughty Ferry and Tayport to run all year 
The Courier
		Storm Kathleen ferry disruption could run into start of new week, warns CalMac 
Ross-shire Journal
		Aslef says more train strikes likely as drivers pay row continues 
The Guardian
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    Bay Horse

    Snowploughs on the move. Having travelled down from Carlisle to Crewe a couple of nights earlier, ...

  




  [image: Troon]
  
    Troon

    A telehandler assists with the erection of steelwork for the replacement Troon station building. ...
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    Bay Horse

    An early 2024 excursion was run by LSL from Crewe to Glasgow Central on 13th January. 86101 Sir ...

  




  [image: Ayr Station Hotel]
  
    Ayr Station Hotel

    Ayr Station Hotel on 9th January 2024, viewed from the south. Definitely another section has gone ...
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    Hindley

    This is Deep Pit footbridge, just to the west of Hindley station, and in September 2023 it  became a ...
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    Leven

    Colas power cars 43321 and 43285 pass the Fife Heritage Railway compound with a route learner from ...
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    Cameron Bridge

    It begins! 158704 draws away from Cameron Bridge 2nd station with a crew training run from Leven to ...

  




  [image: Croston]
  
    Croston

    A bench inscribed 'In Memory of John McIntyre' has been placed on the operational platform at ...

  




  [image: Retford High Level]
  
    Retford High Level

    The River Idle has flooded again at Retford. Some flood water can be seen alongside the East Coast ...
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    Woodacre Crossing

    DB Cargo to re-gear ten Class 66/0 locos. To allow the withdrawal of their remaining Class 60s, DBC ...

  




  [image: Leven]
  
    Leven

    Looking east from the Fife Heritage Railway compound, to the inner crossover on the new Leven ...
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    Woodacre Crossing

    Five DRS Class 37s sold. In December 2023, Direct Rail Services announced that they have sold five ...
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    Dalgety Bay

    Weather impacts. 66771 and 73969 run through Dalgety Bay on 27th December 2023, making their way to ...
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          On this day


	1838 	London and Birmingham Railway
Line opened.
	1839 	Great Western Railway
Electric telegraph completed from Hanwell to West Drayton. Later extended to Slough.
	1841 	Dublin and Kingstown Railway
Company builds its first locomotive, 'Princess', at the Grand Canal Street Works.
	1936 	Sir William Beardmore (Junior), Lord Invernairn
Death of Sir William Beardmore (Junior), Lord Invernairn.
	1965 	Forth and Clyde Junction Railway
Forth and Clyde Junction [Balloch] (excluded) to Croftengea Siding closed completely. (Alternative date 04/04/1965).
	2003 	Network Rail
Janette Anderson leaves Network Rail for First Engineering.
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          This day in history


	
      [image: Cathcart station & west junction. Inner Circle train arriving.]
    	
      Cathcart station & west junction. Inner Circle train arriving.

      G H Robin collection by courtesy of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow (1948)
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          Notes and Queries
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      A Class 47 loco stabled near a junction in summer 1989 but where and what are those gantries for?
[Added 01 March 2023.]

       Responses so far
    



          
  

  











  
 


          Miscellany


Related to Glen Falloch Viaduct.



Surprisingly high



The Glen Falloch Viaduct crosses the gorge of the Eas Dubh (black waterfall). So far above is the span crossing the gorge, at 144 ft high, that it is only 12 ft lower than the deck height of the Forth Bridge. It is, not surprisingly, the highest bridge on the West Highland Railway.
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          Key events


	March 2024	Alex Hynes departure announced from Scotland for DfT

Jacobite suspended

 
	February 2024	Dunblane resignalling to allow southbound trains to depart from Platform 3

Highland networks closed by storm on 5 February

East Kilbride carpark reduced for new station construction

Addiewell temporarily closed for reconstruction

Brodick ferries diverted to Troon by Ardrossan pier damage

Seawall damage near Helmsdale 
	January 2024	'The Hatch' café opens at Singer

'Reboot your Commute' advertising campaign

Four loops taken out of use during snow on HML

Storms Isha and Jocelyn led to network closures from 1900 on 21 and 23 January

Storm Ingunn on 31 January closed West and North Highland routes 
	December 2023	Further strikes and other action by ASLEF at DfT train operators in first week of December

Glasgow-Barrhead electric services begin

Cathcart Circle and Shotts expresses restored all day

East Linton station opens

'Polar Express' trains on the Edinburgh South Suburban

First Boxing Day trains to Edinburgh since 1981

Storms Pia and Gerritt affect services 
	November 2023	RMT members vote to accept pay offer, but ASLEF announce a rolling programme of strikes in December at DfT operators. Waverley brought to a standstill for rest of day after power-surge fried signals on 2 November. Calls suspended at Altnabreac. New Sleeper lounge at Euston. New coffee-shop at Shettleston. 
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	Midland Metro now West Midlands Metro, 2014 and 2016	[[images]]	0 photos
	Downpatrick & County Down Railway, Northern Ireland, 28th July 2018	[[images]]	0 photos
	Strathendrick, Aberfoyle and  Blane Valley Lines	[image: ]
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	Crouch Hill station, London Overground GOBLIN, 2010-2022	[[images]]	0 photos
	Bridgeton Central to Gallowgate Central Junction (Including Ladywell Tunnel)	[image: ]
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	English stations, National and Heritage Lines (excluding London) 1979-2023	[[images]]	0 photos
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Selected from Amazon's New Releases.
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  The Railways of Stirling

  
    ASIN 1915069297

    Publisher Lightmoor Press

    Published 2023-09-20

    Author(s) Peddie, Donald 
  

  View on Amazon
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  Class 08 Locomotives in Scotland (Class Locomotives)

  
    ASIN 1398105600

    Publisher Amberley Publishing

    Published 2023-10-15

    Author(s) Howat, Colin J. 
  

  View on Amazon
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  The Dundee & Arbroath Railway

  
    ASIN 1915069173

    Publisher Lightmoor Press

    Published 2023-02-24

    Author(s) Ferguson, Niall 
  

  View on Amazon
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  Edinburgh, Granton and Leith Railways

  
    ASIN 1398108561

    Publisher Amberley Publishing

    Published 2023-04-15

    Author(s) Williamson, Kenneth G. 
  

  View on Amazon
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        The Heir of Entail, his Factor and the Invercauld Tramway

        Charlie Niven

        

          
The real story of the people behind a doomed railway

Introduction

The Duke of Sutherland ...
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        A brief history of railway track ballast with special reference to the north east of Scotland

        Charlie Niven

        

            


In January 2020 came the news that Cloburn Quarry Company is the new tenant of the ...
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        The End of Ayrshire Coal

        Bill Roberton

        

            

Coal has been known of and extracted in Ayrshire for hundreds of years, but commercial and ...
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        John McIntyre 1954 - 2022. A tribute

        Mark Bartlett

        

             John McIntyre was born in Cardross to Archie and Muriel, and became an older brother to ...
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        Book: Lament for a Branch Line (The Preston to Southport Railway)

        Mark Bartlett

        

            Review by Mark Bartlett 

I felt an immediate connection with this book when asked to review ...
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        Book: Northern Lines  Preston to Lancaster  West Coast Main Line

        Malcolm Chattwood

        

            Review by Malcolm Chattwood 

A Pendolino covers the 21 miles (34km) between Preston and ...
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        Book: The Scottish Railway Scene 1973-2020, a personal reflection - John Burnett Kirk

        Bill Roberton

        

            
Review by Bill Roberton 

The title is very apt; the book being a personal journey across ...
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        Book: Inverkeithing to Thornton Junction via Cowdenbeath including colliery branches - Dennis Lovett and Allan McLean

        Ewan Crawford

        

            
Review by Ewan Crawford This Middleton Press book comprehensively covers the area from ...
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